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Cabinet could or would have come to a different conclusion, the omission afforded a legitimate grievance to certain Ministers who, like Lord Salisbury, in earlier days, feared and mistrusted all entanglements in European politics. All parties afterwards acknowledged that the Cabinet should have been consulted, but the subject had been sprung upon the Prime Minister and Sir Edward Grey without notice at a moment when Ministers were scattered over the country in the election campaign, and the crisis had passed before they returned to London.1
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The Algeciras Conference
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